period any difference of colour between the grey or cortical and the white or medullary substance, either in the convolutions of the brain, or in the plates and leaflets of the cerebellum. The outer layer which corresponds to the cortical substance is reddish white as well as the inner, which corresponds to the medullary substance. The only appreciable difference which appears to exist between these two substances in the fcetal brain, consists in the outer layer being softer, and perhaps less abundant in vessels, than the inner portion.
is yet deposited in the chord. This canal is found not only in the spinal chord of the human foetus, but in those of mammiferous animals in general, and even during the early part of life in some of them. Frederic Meckel found it in an embryo buck-rabbit; and it was found in young animals of the dog, pig, sheep, ox, and horse kind by W. Sewell, who says it was filled with a colourless opaque fluid similar to that of the cerebral ventricles. . The most interesting part, however, of this series of organic relations, consists in the fact of this canal existing uniformly and during the whole life of the animal, in fishes, reptiles, and birds. Tiedemann found it in many fishes both of fresh and salt water, as the skate and thornback (raja), the shark (sqiiahis), the toad-fish, gurnard, bream, bandfish, pike, shad, salmon, carp, &c. and always observed its inner surface to consist of a layer of grey matter. These observations are confirmed by those of M. Arsaky, in his dissertation on the brain and spinal chord of fishes. Tiedemann also observed the spinal canal in the common tortoise, a young Nilotic crocodile, the wall-lizard (laccrta agilis), the ringed snake (coluber natrix), the land salamander, the green frog (rana esculenta), and the common toad. Lastly, the spinal chord of birds presents it not only in the fetal state, but during adult age; and a remarkable excavation which it forms at the lower end, was long since noticed by Steno, Perrault and Jacobaeus, under the name of Wumboidal Sinus.
Though it is not found in the chord of the human adult, when regularly developed, it cannot be doubted that it has been occasionally observed when the process of growth or formation was tardy and imperfect. This phenomenon was first described by Charles Stephen, and has been since observed by Columbo tempt to disgrace them, and restore it to its true rank and dignity in scientific pursuit.
